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SUBJECT: REPORTED SEIZURE OE US TUNA FISHING VESSEL 

1. US INDUSTRY SOURCES REPORT US TUNA VESSEL RAEFAELLO 
SEIZED BY TWO PANAMANIAN PATROL VESSELS ABOUT 0015 APRIL 17 
WHILE EN ROUTE PANAMA CITY TO DEBARK CREWMAN IN URGENT NEED 
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR INTERNAL BLEEDING. SEIZURE APPARENT- 
LY TOOK PLACE NEAR PUNTA MALA. PANAMANIAN BOARDING OEFI- 
CIALS EXAMINED RAFEAELLO'S LOG BOOK AND FOUND THAT ON APRIL 
16 VESSEL WAS EISHING 80-90 MILES OFF COAST. VESSEL NOW 

BEING TAKEN IN CUSTODY TO PANAMA CITY AND EXPECTED ARRIVE 
ABOUT 1630 PANAMA TIME APRIL 17. 

2. SEIZURE BY PANAMA OE US TUNA VESSEL IS VERY UNUSUAL AND 
IN EACT SOURCES STATE THAT IN PAST SOME TUNA BOATS HAVE BEEN 
PICKED UP BY PANAMANIAN'S BUT RELEASED PRIOR TO ARRIVAL AT 
PORT. FOR PRESENT, THEREFORE, IT APPEARS DESIRABLE SIMPLY 

TO ASCERTAIN FACTS AND TO HANDLE MATTER IN LOW KEY PENDING 
FURTHER INFORMATION. VESSEL OWNER IS OE COURSE CONCERNED 
ABOUT PROVISION OF PROPER MEDICAL CARE FOR ILL CREWMAN. 
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3. REQUEST EMBASSY SEEK INFORMATION AND REPORT ASAP. 

PROVIDE EOR WEI .FARE VESSEL AND CREW UPON ARRIVAL. KISSINGER 
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